SUMMARY MINUTES

AIM Advisory Board Meeting
March 27, 2025 - 5:30 P.M.
City Hall — Everglades Room

A. CALL TO ORDER BY:  Amanda Walch, Chair, at 5:32 P.M.

B. ROLL CALL Francis Castro
Carol Coleman — Absent Excused
Stuart Dobro
Virginia Donofrio
Ryan Gebauer
Ernesto Hernandez
Essa Kennedy
Catherina Rozario
Tifany Silerio
Amanda Walch
Allen Zielnik

John McNamara — Fire Chief

Sean Dinneen — Assistant City Manager

Brian Davis — Division Chief of Community Risk
Reduction

Paige Stanish — Administrative Assistant |/Board
Secretary

C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND MOMENT OF SILENCE
D. OPEN PUBLIC DISCUSSION
E. APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 27, 2025 MINUTES

Member Zielnik made a motion to approve the February 27, 2025 Summary Minutes, and

Member Donofrio seconded. There was no opposition from the Board.
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OLD BUSINESS

a. Park Review and Selection

Vice Chair Dobro: visited Veterans Park, Oscar Wind, Oak Hammock, and
Sunrise Athletic Complex (SAC). He focused on the security aspect of the parks
and reported that one of the restroom door jams at Veterans Park should be fixed.
He also made note that the accessible parking spaces at Oscar Wind are quite far
from the playground. Sean explained that the blue emergency call boxes were

recently awarded to a couple of Sunrise Parks, including Veterans.

Member Gebauer: visited Oscar Wind and Veterans Park. He reported the
benches at Veterans Park do not have space for a wheelchair to sit on either side.
There is a tree uprooting the sidewalk at one end at Oscar Wind. There is a bench
with a trash can right next to it when that space could’ve been left for a wheelchair,
and there is a picnic pavilion that allows space for a person in a wheelchair to sit
alongside. The paper towel dispenser in the Oscar Wind men’s accessible
bathroom stall is too high. Member Gebauer asked about the difference between
Oscar Wind and Sawgrass Sanctuary due to their adjacency. Sean explained that
while Sawgrass Sanctuary must stay a passive park, Oscar Wind will have new

developments, and the Board’s accessibility input is relevant and useful.

Chair Walch: reported that the Veterans Park swing was too fast. Member Silerio
proposed that a type of harness be placed to keep users safe. Chair Walch also
mentioned that Welleby Park lacks shade, and Sean advised that Welleby has the

installation of additional shade covers planned.

Member Hernandez: went to the Classic Car Show and Safety Expo at Welleby
Park and focused on accessibility regarding walkway inclines. The Welleby

walkways were mostly flat.

Member Castro: visited Oak Hammock, Veterans Park, and the Sunrise Athletic

Complex (SAC). The fallen leaves at Oak Hammock obstruct the walking path for
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a wheelchair. The accessible swing at the SAC playground is broken and does not
lock. The changing pads in the restroom are only large enough to accommodate a
baby, not a child with disabilities. She mentioned a lack of shade at Veterans Park,

and Sean advised that shade covers are planned to be installed.

Member Kennedy: found the parks generally accessible. She mentioned that
schools are implementing non-verbal communication devices in playgrounds for

communication needs, and the City should consider adding them to the parks.

Member Zielnik: said the main entrance of Veterans Park has a curb instead of
a ramp. He also visited City Park, where he found the water fountain ideal height

for people in wheelchairs.

Member Rozario: went to Sunrise Athletic Complex (SAC) playground family

restroom and found the door difficult to open.

b. Evaluation Checklist for Accessibility in the Parks

Member Gebauer petitioned for the Board to continue evaluating the parks and
City property. Chair Walch asked if the Board would like to continue reviewing the
parks. Member Zielnik suggested that members focus on three more parks for

review if members have the availability.

Sean reached out to Broward County regarding the accessible crosswalks and will

report back once he receives a response.

NEW BUSINESS

a. Guest Speaker, City of Sunrise Fire Chief John McNamara
Chair Walch made a motion to move this item up on the agenda, and Member
Castro seconded. Chief McNamara, the Sunrise Fire Chief, introduced himself
and handed out brochures for the Community Paramedic Program. Sean

reviewed the Fire Department inquiries that Board members made at the last
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H.

meeting. Chief McNamara explained that the Fire Department has a form for
residents to complete that sends the information to Broward County’s 911
system for first responders from anywhere in the County to be aware of. There

is also the Vulnerable Population Registry through Broward County.

Chief McNamara explained the Community Paramedic Program, and how the
Community Paramedic offers resources and goes through a certified checklist
to make improvements in the household of someone with disabilities. Member
Donofrio asked if this program is able to accommodate a high volume of
residents, to which Chief McNamara responded yes. Member Rozario asked

how confidentiality works with these programs.

Chief McNamara said that he would like an employee from the Community Risk

Reduction Division to be able to attend Board meetings quarterly.

BOARD MEMBERS DISCUSSION

Chair Walch suggested that someone from Broward County present the accessibility

resources they offer.

Member Rozario asked the Board to think of their next topic after the Parks evaluation.

Member Castro requested that the Marketing Director attend a meeting and speak to the

Board about creating an accessibility brochure.

J.

NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thursday April 24, 2025

ADJOURNMENT AT 6:55 P.M.

Member Castro made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Member Donofrio seconded

the motion. The Board approved unanimously. The meeting was adjourned.
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Transcribed by: Paige Stanish, Board Secretary/ pd&?e SW

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or commission concerning any
matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he/she will need a record of the proceedings, and, for such
purpose, he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes
the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. F.S.S. 286.0105.
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