Sustainability Advisory Board Meeting Minutes

Date: Wednesday, October 8, 2025, at 6:00 pm

Location/Address: Flamingo Park — Meeting Room (12855 NW 8th Street, Sunrise, FL 33323)
Board Secretary: Donna Moore

Board Liaison: Carrie Kashar, Sustainability Officer

A. Welcome — Chair, Dr. Derric Tay, called the meeting to order at 6:11 p.m.

B.

a) Roll Call
Present: Marcus Austin, Michelle De Freitas, Natasha Inniss, N. Skye McCloud,
Sanisa Osborne (High School Student — Arr. 6:30 p.m.), Larry Szeliga (Arr. 6:17
p.m.), and Derric Tay. Staff: Carrie Kashar, Sustainability Officer, and Donna
Moore, Administrative Assistant. Absence Excused: Bradette Jepsen, Laila
Kitchen and Arun Raghubir.

Approval of Meeting Minutes

a) A motion to approve the minutes from September 10, 2025, Sustainability
Advisory Board meeting was made by Board member, Marcus Austin, and it was
seconded by Board member, Michele De Freitas. The Board unanimously
approved the minutes.

Events and Announcements

a) The Sustainability Officer noted that the Southeast Climate & Energy Network'’s
(SCEN) Climate Week event was being held on October 10, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. at
Nob Hill Soccer Club, and Derric Tay, would be in attendance. Derric mentioned
the website for Florida Climate Week was www.floridaclimateweek.org, and
mentioned that there were several events throughout Broward County.

b) The Cultural Festival was scheduled for November 8, 2025, at 5 p.m. at City Park.
A variety of mango trees were being given out to the residents.

c) A Marvelous Mango Master Class was being scheduled for November 19, 2025,
from 6:30 p.m. — 7:45 p.m., at the Sunrise Senior Center. It was emphasized that
registration was necessary, as it was in partnership with UF/IFAS. The class
would include planting and caring for the mango tree, as well as how to graft a
mango tree.

d) The Sustainability Officer mentioned that Sunrise’s Grand Re-Opening of the
Amphitheater, which occurred on October 4, 2025, was a success and the drone
show could be viewed via Facebook.

e) The Sustainability Officer thanked Derric Tay, and Natasha Inniss, for attending
the Volunteer Appreciation Event Celebration which occurred in September.

Public Open Discussion

a) There were two individuals who attended the meeting but did not want to
present anything to the Board.

Presentation
A. The Florida-Friendly Landscaping 9 Principles, Derric Tay, Marcus Austin, and Carrie

Kashar, Florida-Friendly Landscaping Certified Professionals presented information
regarding each of the 9 Florida Friendly Principals:

a) Right Plant Right Place — what are you planting and where are you planting it
b) Water Efficiently —irrigation systems and water restrictions

c) Fertilize Appropriately — know the soil nutrients for your plants


http://www.floridaclimateweek.org/

d)
f)
g)

h)

i)

Mulch — helps retain soil moisture and inhibits weed growth. Don’t use inorganic
or cypress mulch

Attract Wildlife — feed the wildlife with the plants that you are planting

Manage Yard Pests Properly — use the least harsh way to treat any type of plant
pests or plant disease

Recycle Yard Waste — reuse landscape waste or collect for composting program
Reduce Stormwater Runoff — keep more water on your yard, keep the water
longer, make the water go through more plants, minimize the nasty things the
water can pick up

Protect the Waterfront — keep at least a 10-foot buffer from the waterfront.

V. Board Discussion

A.

Sunrise BioBlitz Event Recap - The Sustainability Officer reported the following:
a) 43 participants attended the event

b) there were 8 new subscribers to the Good and Green newsletter
c) there were 7 pass up plastic pledges, and
d) there were 180 observations throughout the month of September.

There was discussion amongst the members as to whether this event was
feasible to continue in the future, or ways to improve it and attract more people.

Composting Education — Fall Harvest Recap: The Sustainability Officer reported
that the Fall Harvest Festival went very well, and there were over 300 people
who visited the Good and Green booth. They gave out sunflower seed packets
and partnered with Youth Environmental Alliance (YEA) who did a composting
and vermi-posting demonstration. YEA also had the participants make small
planting cups of parsley and mint. An observation during the event was that
none of the participants was interested in doing composting at their home.

V. Board Reports

A.

Natasha Inniss reported that she completed a beach cleanup with her son at
John U Lloyd Park in September. A coffee vendor was on hand and gave out free
coffee, and she suggested that maybe they could be a vendor invited to
participate at Earth Day.

Michele De Freitas spoke about Heat Mitigation Strategy, which Palm Beach
County was now having discussions about it, as it was one of the number one
climate change-related killers.

Derric Tay reported that he had checked out a book “Living Without Plastic”
from the Dan Pearl library. This book spoke about different ways to replace
using plastic with non-plastic alternatives. Another book he mentioned was “Life
Without Plastic” which was located at the Southwest Regional Library, and it
covered very similar information.

Sanisa Osborne, noted that her Environmental Group had made some progress
on the garden at Piper High School.



E. N. Skye McCloud reported that she had attended a Pass Up Plastics workshop in
July at the Dan Pearl Library which was presented by the Youth Environmental
Alliance. It was a workshop that made her have additional perspectives about
plastics.
VI.  Agenda Items for Next Meeting — November 12, 2025

a) Earth Day Planning Meeting for 2026. The Sustainability Officer related to the
Board that Earth Day 2026 was scheduled for April 18, 2026, which was the
weekend before the actual global Earth Day.

b) Discussion about the Future of the Sunrise BioBlitz Event

VIl.  Adjourn
a) A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Board member, Marcus Austin,
and it was seconded by Board member, N. Skye McCloud. The meeting was
adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Transcribed by: Donna Moore, Board Secretary

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or commission with respect
to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he/she will need a record of the
proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal
is to be based. F.S.S. 286.0105.
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