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SUMMARY MINUTES 

 
AIM Advisory Board Meeting 
October 23rd, 2025 – 5:30 P.M. 
City Hall – Everglades Room 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER BY: Stuart Dobro, Vice-Chair at 5:34 P.M. 
             
B. ROLL CALL   Francis Castro  
     Carol Coleman  
     Stuart Dobro  
     Virginia Donofrio  
     Ryan Gebauer  
     Ernesto Hernandez  
     Essa Kennedy  
     Catherina Rozario 
     Tifany Silerio – Absent Unexcused 
     Amanda Walch  
     Allen Zielnik 
 

 
Sean Dinneen – Assistant City Manager  
Juliana Castro – Administrative Services 
Manager/Board Secretary 

 
C.       PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND MOMENT OF SILENCE  
 
D.  OPEN PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
 
E.  APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 25th, 2025 MINUTES 
 
Member Hernandez made a motion to approve the September 25, 2025 Summary 
Minutes, and Member Zielnik seconded. There was no opposition from the Board.  
 
F. OLD BUSINESS 
 

a. Review Draft Mission Statements 
The board reviewed Accessibility, Inclusion, and Mobility (AIM) Advisory Board 
Mission Statements. They went over each mission statement and selected 
statement 12 to review and edit. After collaborating, they came up with the final 
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draft of the mission statement: “The Accessibility, Inclusion, and Mobility (AIM) 
Advisory Board of the City of Sunrise promotes a fully accessible and 
inclusive community where all individuals can thrive. Through collaboration, 
advocacy, and education, we advise city leadership on removing barriers, 
advancing equity, and ensuring every resident and visitor—regardless of 
ability—can participate fully in a safe and dignified civic life”. Member Dobro 
made a motion to approve the Mission Statement, and Member Gebauer 
seconded. There was no opposition from the Board. 
 
Mr. Dinneen told the board that he contacted Broward County Special Populations 
and schedule for them to come to our December meeting. He spoke with Katherine 
Hernandez, Operations Administration, who will attend along with Ann Marie 
Couture, Coordinator. 
 
b. Update on Communication Boards 
Mr. Dinneen gave an update on Communication Boards. The City purchased 3 
Communication boards that were to be installed at City Park, Flamingo Park, and 
Veterans Park. Mr. Dinneen showed a picture of the board. The City branded the 
Communication Boards with the City logo. With the additional 3 Communication 
Boards installed, the City will have a total of 4 Communication Boards at City 
Parks.  
 
Mr. Dinneen will check if the Communication Board has something for the visually 
impaired and will advise the Board. Member Gebauer recommends adding more 
boards throughout the City.   
 
c. Update on Resource Guide 
Mr. Dinneen gave an update on the on the Resource Guide. He explained that Ms. 
Stanish is actively calling and reaching out to agencies and getting their permission 
to add them to the guide. She is getting positive responses from the agencies, and 
we are waiting to speak with a few of them. Mr. Dinneen believes we should be 
able to finalize the Resource Guide by next meeting.  

 
G.  NEW BUSINESS  

Mr. Dinneen advised the Board that on Tuesday, November 28th at the City 
Commission Meeting, the City will proclaim the Month of October 2025 as National 
Disability Employment Awareness Month in the City of Sunrise. They will also 
recognize the top race finishers at the City's Trick or Trot 5K Race and present a 
donation to the Paralyzed Veterans of America Florida Chapter. The City will have 
additional accessible parking spaces for the November 28th City Commission 
Meeting.  
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Mr. Dinneen gave an update on yesterday’s public meeting regarding the C-13 
Canal between Hiatus Road and North University Drive. In partnership with 
Broward Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), a multi-use path is being 
considered. Flyers were distributed and information was posted in the City’s social 
medias outlets. At the meeting there was a comment card, and this project will 
promote connectivity and a safer walking path.   
 
Member Hernandez commented that City of Sunrise Library path is very dark by 
Josh Lee. Mr. Dinneen said the City has a project that will rebuild Josh Lee, by 
having only one lane in each direction, aimed to create positive traffic calming. 
There will be a beautiful wide path from Nob Hill to the City Hall Garage with 
lighting, seating areas, and landscaping.  
 
Member Gebauer asked for an update in the area by the garage.  Mr. Dinneen 
explained it is 5,000 sq of “shell space” with no plans currently of what will be 
placed there.  
 
Member Hernandez gave an update that the crosswalk time at the intersection of 
Nob Hill Road and Joshlee Boulevard was increased after Mr. Dinneen’s help.  
 
Member Coleman wanted to know if there is any assistance for the visually 
impaired in the Resources Guide. Member Dobro said it will be added to the guide. 
  
Mr. Dinneen told the Board there are conversations for the audible crosswalks. 
The engineering team contacted Broward County and have advanced the 
conversation. 
 
Member Gebauer drove around the City and gave his suggestions to Sean. He 
recommended adding a path and signs around the Amphitheater and pointed out 
an area without an accessibility ramp. He also suggested that the City Commission 
parking spots in the back of City Hall be converted to accessible parking spots. 
 
Member Rozario reminded the Board that the last day for applications for the Black 
Violin Foundation’s (BVF) free violin class for students with autism is October 28th, 
2025.  
 
Member Walch suggested for the City to do a fair for the disabled community. 
Member Donofrio recommended putting a tent at the City of Sunrise Senior’s fair.  
Member Rozario will share information of a fair taking place in December. 
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H.  BOARD MEMBERS DISCUSSION 
Member Dobro shared that he went to the Veteran’s Advisory Board. He shared that the 
board is doing a video program called “My Story.” He asked the Board to share with any 
Veterans they know. He said November 11th, 2025 will be City of Sunrise Veterans Day 
Ceremony at 10:30 am. Ikea is also holding free entrée in their restaurant for all active 
and Veteran service members in observance of Veterans Day, from November 9th – 11th.  
 
Member Donofrio liked the My Story program and said we should do something similar; 
it will be great to share the stories of individuals with disabilities. She shared her son’s 
story. She told the Board members that her son sold a flower to Michael Ryan, and he 
was so happy when he found out he was the Mayor. Her son tells the story every night.   
 
Member Dobro reminded the board that the AIM Board Member applications are due by 
Oct 31, 2025.  
 
Member Castro shared how difficult it was to find accessible parking at the fall festival, 
since people without the accessible plaque were parking in them. She suggested that the 
City enforce the plaque for future events. Member Gebauer and Member Castro 
suggested that the City add additional accessible parking spaces during City events.  
 
Member Gebauer shared that in July there was a new law passed allowing pregnant 
women to park in accessible parking spaces. He emphasized how important it is to add 
additional parking spots.  
 
Member Castro shared that the Bridge Disability Network, Inc. provides grants to cover 
the costs of therapies and essential equipment for children and young adults with 
disabilities in South Florida for families that earn less than $170k.  
 
Mr. Dobro recommended developing a proposal for sensory kits. Mr. Dinneen said that 
the Fire Department is working on the sensory kits. He will give an update at the next 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Dinneen will not be at the November 13th, 2025 meeting. Emilie Smith, Deputy City 
Manager, and Paige Stanish will conduct the meeting. 
 
I. NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thursday November 13th, 2025 
 
J.  ADJOURNMENT AT 6:54 P.M. 
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Member Walch made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Member Castro seconded the 
motion. The Board approved unanimously. The meeting was adjourned. 

Transcribed by: Juliana Castro, Board Secretary/ Juliana Castro 
If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or commission concerning any 
matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he/she will need a record of the proceedings, and, for such 
purpose, he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes 
the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. F.S.S.  286.0105. 
 
 
 
 


