
Sustainability Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 
Date: Wednesday, November 12, 2025, at 6:00 pm 
Location/Address: Flamingo Park – Meeting Room (12855 NW 8th Street, Sunrise, FL 33323) 
Board Secretary: Donna Moore 
Board Liaison: Carrie Kashar, Sustainability Officer 

I. A. Welcome – Chair, Dr. Derric Tay, called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. 
a) Roll Call 

Present: Marcus Austin, Natasha Inniss, Bradette Jepsen (Arr. 6:08 p.m.), Laila 
Kitchen, N. Skye McCloud, Sanisa Osborne (High School Student – Arr. 6:27 p.m.), 
Larry Szeliga (Arr. 6:13 p.m.), and Derric Tay.   Staff: Carrie Kashar, Sustainability 
Officer, Marisa Bennett, Division Director of Special Events, Donna Moore, 
Administrative Assistant, and Danielle Polidora, Sustainability Intern.  Absence 
Excused: Michelle De Freitas, and Arun Raghubir. 

 B.   Approval of Meeting Minutes  
a) A motion to approve the minutes from October 8, 2025, Sustainability Advisory 

Board meeting was made by Board member, Marcus Austin, and it was seconded 
by Board member, Natasha Inniss.  The Board unanimously approved the 
minutes. 

 C. Events and Announcements  
 a) The Sustainability Officer reported 270 mango trees were given out to residents 

at the Cultural Festival. 
 b) There was a reminder about the Marvelous Mango Master Class, which was 

scheduled for November 19, 2025, from 6:30 p.m. – 7:45 p.m., at the Sunrise 
Senior Center.  It was emphasized that registration was necessary, as it was in 
partnership with UF/IFAS.   

 d) A Columbian documentary which was being shown at the Civic Center on 
November 22, 2025.  The Sustainability Officer would send out additional 
information. 

 e) The Art of the Season: Art & Craft Festival event at the Village Art Plaza was 
scheduled for December 13, 2025, from 5 p.m. – 9 p.m.  Additional information 
would be sent out. 

II. Public Open Discussion 
a) There was one individual in attendance who attended the meeting by the name 

of Virginia Donofrio, from the Mobility, Disability and Inclusion Board, who 
shared information about the different areas her Board was involved in.   

III. Introduction of New Sustainability Intern 
A. There was an introduction by the new Sustainability Intern, Danielle Polidora, 

who was currently enrolled at FIU completing her Master of Science in 
Environmental Studies. 

IV. Board Discussion 
A. Sunrise Earth Day Festival 2026 Planning – Marisa Bennett, Division Director of 

Special Events, Leisure Services Department discussed the following information: 
a) Earth Day 2026 would be scheduled for Saturday, April 18, 2026, but the location 

has yet to be confirmed. 
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b) There was discussion about parking both for disabled residents and non-disabled 
residents, incentives for residents who rode bicycles, and how to utilize different 
buildings located on the campus. 

c) There was discussion about the theme for Earth Day 2026, educational themes, 
logistics for T-Shirts, types of gate entry giveaways, vendors, and the Arbor Day 
Tree Ceremony. 

B. December Meeting Potluck and Agenda – The Board decided to continue doing 
the potluck at the December meeting. 

V. Board Reports  
A. Natasha Inniss reported that her son won the Third Place Award for the Recycle 

Right Video, which he had constructed all by himself. 
B. Marcus Austin reported on the Sustainability Coalition Meeting wherein he 

shared the Recycle Right Video that Natasha’s son had done with them. 
C. Derric Tay reported that he attended the NatureScape meeting the previous 

week.  He also visited Fertile Earth Worm Farm in Homestead, FL, where they did 
composting, and the issues they had encountered in Miami Dade County. 

D. Sanisa Osborne reported on Piper High School’s Environmental Club indicating 
they did activities such as recycling collection. 
 

VI. Agenda Items for Next Meeting – December 10, 2025 
a) Board Year in Review for 2025 
b) Additional Information about Earth Day 2026 
 

VII. Adjourn 
a) A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Board member, Bradette Jepsen, 

and it was seconded by Board member, Larry Szeliga.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 

Transcribed by: Donna Moore, Board Secretary 
 
If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or commission with respect 
to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he/she will need a record of the 
proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal 
is to be based. F.S.S.  286.0105. 
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