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SUMMARY MINUTES 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

July 1st, 2026 – 5:30 p.m. 

Everglades Conference Room 

10770 West Oakland Park Boulevard, Sunrise, FL 33351 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER  BY: Dolores Molina, Chair at 5:55 pm 

 
B. ROLL CALL    Patrice Barnes  

Andres Barrera  
Maria Renee Davila – Absent Excused 
Wilna Fenelon – Absent Excused 
Dolores Molina  
Christina Searles-Oraeme  

 
Danielle Lima – Economic Development Director 
Paige Stanish – Administrative Assistant I/Board 
Secretary 

 
C. OPEN PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

 
D. APPROVAL OF JUNE 3, 2026 SUMMARY MINUTES 

Chair Molina requested a motion to approve the June 3rd, 2026 minutes. Member 
Barnes made a motion and Member Barrera seconded. There was no opposition 
from the Board.  
 

E. BOARD LIASION REPORT 
Ms. Lima reported that Broward Health held a ribbon-cutting ceremony on June 30 
for the grand opening of its freestanding emergency room. 
 
Ms. Lima provided an update on the Freebee assessment, explaining that the 
assessment is ongoing and is intended to establish a funding methodology under 
which businesses that benefit from the service would fund the program. Member 
Barnes inquired about the anticipated assessment amounts. Ms. Lima explained 
that the methodology considers trip data, as well as the size and type of businesses 
served. She noted that Sawgrass Mills, as the largest business in the Business 
and Entertainment District, receive the highest benefit and would have the highest 
assessment. 
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Ms. Lima stated that the initial resolution to approve the assessment methodology 
would be presented to the City Commission on July 14th. If approved, the 
assessment would be incorporated into the Fiscal Year 2026/2027 budget for 
adoption in September. She added that if the methodology is not approved, the 
Freebee program will most likely be discontinued. Member Barrera asked whether 
the public had been notified of the proposed funding changes. Ms. Lima responded 
that the City had mailed letters to approximately 45 of the businesses that would 
have the highest assessment. Member Searles-Oraeme asked whether the 
methodology was based on businesses receiving the highest number of Freebee 
trips. Ms. Lima clarified that the assessment is based primarily on the size and type 
of property and the benefit provided to the property owner, rather than solely on 
trip volume. 
 

F. OLD BUSINESS 
a. Business Spotlight Awards Selection 

Ms. Lima stated that she hoped the Board members had the opportunity to 
review the applications for the Business Spotlight Economic Impact Award 
prior to the meeting. She distributed a scoring chart to assist members in 
evaluating each nominated business. The Board discussed the nine 
nominated businesses. Ms. Lima recommended removing Little Guilty 
Pleasures from consideration because they are a home based business and 
they don’t have a City business tax receipt. She also recommended 
removing Salsa Ninja Dance Academy, noting that it had just been selected 
for the Small Business of the Year Award. 
 
Chair Molina and Member Barnes expressed support for Pro Kitchen Hub, 
citing its unique services and strong community advocacy. Member Barrera 
voiced his support for Kings Head British Pub, and Chair Molina noted the 
business's involvement with various community organizations. Member 
Barnes identified Elite Healthcare and Wellness Services as her second 
choice. Member Searles-Oraeme stated that she favored both Kings Head 
British Pub and Pro Kitchen Hub. Ms. Lima reminded the Board to evaluate 
the nominees based on the award criteria, including each business's 
economic impact on the community and the number of people employed. 
Following discussion, the Board reached a general consensus that Pro 
Kitchen Hub best met the award criteria. 
 
Member Barrera made a motion to select Pro Kitchen Hub as the recipient 
of the Business Spotlight Economic Impact Award. The motion was 
seconded by Member Barnes. There was no opposition from the Board.  
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G. NEW BUSINESS 
Chair Molina asked if there is any new business to discuss. Ms. Lima mentioned 
that the board’s mission statement is now printed on the meeting agendas. Ms. 
Lima asked the members to please come to the August meeting with board goals 
and objectives to work on. Member Barnes asked about the Small Business Event. 
Ms. Lima explained that the name is still being worked on and the speaker is still 
being selected. Member Barrera asked for an update regarding the sign code 
updates for the city. Ms. Lima said she will inquire and report back at the August 
meeting. Member Barrera asked about current housing projects, to which Ms. Lima 
said they all are still moving forward.  
 
Ms. Lima congratulated the board members again on selecting their Business 
Spotlight Award winner. She said she will notify the business, and the Marketing 
Team will start recording the business’s video around August timeframe.  
 
The board members began to discuss their objectives for the rest of the year. They 
reached the general consensus of wanting to focus on bringing development to 
distressed buildings. Ms. Lima asked that they be ready to discuss their focus at 
the August meeting.  

 
H. BOARD MEMBERS DISCUSSION  

 
I. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Molina made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and the motion was seconded 
by Member Barnes. The motion passed unanimously, and the meeting was 
adjourned at 6:31 pm.  

Transcribed by: Paige Stanish, Board Secretary/ Paige Stanish 

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or commission concerning any matter 
considered at such meeting or hearing, he/she will need a record of the proceedings, and, for such purpose, he may 
need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence 
upon which the appeal is to be based. F.S.S.  286.0105.   
 


